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Name:_______________________________

Causes of the American Revolution Pre-Test

1. List three important events that led to the colonies declaring independence from 
 England. (3 points)
  a. 
 
  b. 

  c. 

2. After so many years of letting the colonies pretty much run themselves, why did the 
 English government pass new tax laws for the colonies? (1 point)
  a. King George hated smugglers.
  b. They had to pay for the French and Indian War.
  c. So the colonies would pay as many taxes as people in England.
  d. The men in Parliament wanted to get rich.

3. Why did the colonists boycott English goods? (1 point)
  a. They didn’t like the wool from England – too scratchy.
  b. It took too long for ships to reach the colonies.
  c. The French made better stuff.
  d. To protest laws they thought were unfair.

4. When did America declare independence from England? (1 point)
  a. 1576
  b. 1673
  c. 1776
  d. 1805 
5. What risks did the Patriots face in declaring independence from Britain? (1 point)

6. Write the letter of the correct vocabulary word next to the definition: (3 points)

 

 
 ______ 1. Too bad or harsh to be accepted
 ______ 2. Someone who acts or speaks for a group
 ______ 3. The crime of trying to overthrow your government

 A. Intolerable   B. Treason C. Representative
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Causes of the American Revolution Post-Test

1. List three important events that led to the colonies declaring independence from 
 England. (3 points)
  a. 
 
  b. 

  c. 

2. After so many years of letting the colonies pretty much run themselves, why did the 
 English government pass new tax laws for the colonies? (1 point)
  a. King George hated smugglers.
  b. They had to pay for the French and Indian War.
  c. So the colonies would pay as many taxes as people in England.
  d. The men in Parliament wanted to get rich.

3. Why did the colonists boycott English goods? (1 point)
  a. They didn’t like the wool from England – too scratchy.
  b. It took too long for ships to reach the colonies.
  c. The French made better stuff.
  d. To protest laws they thought were unfair.

4. When did America declare independence from England? (1 point)
  a. 1576
  b. 1673
  c. 1776
  d. 1805 
5. What risks did the Patriots face in declaring independence from Britain? (1 point)

6. Write the letter of the correct vocabulary word next to the definition: (3 points)

 

 
 ______ 1. Too bad or harsh to be accepted
 ______ 2. Someone who acts or speaks for a group
 ______ 3. The crime of trying to overthrow your government

 A. Intolerable   B. Treason C. Representative



Name:_______________________________

Causes of the American Revolution Post-Test

1. List three important events that led to the colonies declaring independence from 
 England. (3 points)
  Any reasonable answer. For example - the Tea Act, The Coercive or Intolerable Acts, no taxa-
tion without representation, stronger British control over things like the legislatures and judicial system, the 
occupation of Boston, taking away their rights as Englishmen such as protection of property and liberty and 
right to a jury trial, etc. 

2. After so many years of letting the colonies pretty much run themselves, why did the 
 English government pass new tax laws for the colonies? (1 point)
  a. King George hated smugglers.
  b. They had to pay for the French and Indian War.
  c. So the colonies would pay as many taxes as people in England.
  d. The men in Parliament wanted to get rich.

3. Why did the colonists boycott English goods? (1 point)
  a. They didn’t like the wool from England – too scratchy.
  b. It took too long for ships to reach the colonies.
  c. The French made better stuff.
  d. To protest laws they thought were unfair.

4. When did America declare independence from England? (1 point)
  a. 1576
  b. 1673
  c. 1776
  d. 1805 
5. What risks did the Patriots face in declaring independence from Britain? (1 point)

If they were caught, they could have been hanged as traitors, and all their goods confiscated. Also, they could 
have been killed in the fighting or hated by their neighbors. 

6. Write the letter of the correct vocabulary word next to the definition: (3 points)

 

 
 ___A___ 1. Too bad or harsh to be accepted
 ___C___ 2. Someone who acts or speaks for a group
 ___B__ 3. The crime of trying to overthrow your government

Gr. 5 GLE. H2. D. Explain important political, social, economic, and military developments leading to the American Revolution. - What 
were the causes of the American Revolution?
Gr. 5. GLE. CC. Declaration of Independence; What risks Patriots faced in declaring independence from Britain; vocabulary including intol-
erable, treason, boycott, independence, and representative.

 A. Intolerable   B. Treason C. Representative
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